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An all-Ireland network to promote effective interventions with young people at risk. 

Unit 2,

Westside Centre,

51 Main Street,

Leixlip,

Co. Kildare.

Phone: 01-606 0858 Fax: 01-610 4417

E-Mail: info@breakingthrough.org
Website: www.breakingthrough.org
The Victims Unit

Northern Ireland Prison Service

Room 308, Dundonald House

Upper Newtownards Road

Belfast BT4 3SX.

14 November, 2002

Without prejudice,

Breaking Through would like to congratulate the Northern Ireland Prison Service on their draft proposal for a Victims’ Information Scheme, and acknowledge your efforts to encompass a broad based consensus of opinion through this consultation process.

Breaking Through considers the scheme as outlined offers an excellent opportunity to implement the obligations on the Prison Service under Section 75 and Schedule 9 of The Northern Ireland Act 1998, and commends the work of the Prison Service in addressing these obligations to this point.

Breaking Through would like to add their view to the consultation now taking place and would submit the following points for consideration by the Victims Unit as they continue their development of the scheme.

In response to the issues on which the Prison Service has requested views, we would submit:-

EQUALITY ISSUES

a)
We believe that the scheme has a significant adverse, differential impact on juveniles convicted of a grave offence or sentenced in a Crown Court who reach the age of 18 years whist in custody, as referred to in paragraph 17. of the consultation document.


Breaking Through believes that any person convicted as a juvenile should be awarded the 

same exclusion dispensation that is proposed for those convicted in a Youth Court.

Breaking Through believes that the particular circumstances of young people referred to in paragraph 18. are unfairly ignored by the scheme as presently envisaged, and will lead to stigmatisation and restrict rehabilitative opportunities for the adult who committed offences as a juvenile.

While Breaking Through does not wish to undermine the seriousness of the offences that juveniles in this circumstance will have committed, we feel that treating juveniles differently as a consequence of their age on eventual release is unjust. Moreover, Breaking Through believes that to do so may contravene the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child.

Furthermore, we feel that some victims making representation will have difficulty discerning the current age of the offender compared to when they would have actually committed the offence. That is to say, victims making representation to the scheme are likely to view the offender as an adult and disregard the age of the offender at the time of the offence. Consequently, they may address their representation on this basis.

THOSE ELIGIBLE FOR THE SCHEME

b) Breaking Through believes that for the purposes of 6c any individual identified as eligible under 6b should be considered as an actual victim.

SAFETY AND VERIFICATION

c) Breaking Through would suggest that identification for registration should follow the rules of identification required for the issue of a passport, i.e. and endorsed photograph. The endorsement should, where possible, be made by the Police Officer who investigated the original offence.

IMPROVEMENT

d) Breaking Through would urge the extension of the scheme, as soon as is practicable,  to include all sentenced prisoners aged 18 years or over at the time of their offence.

Notwithstanding these reservations and suggestions, Breaking Through feels that the scheme as outlined in the Draft Proposal fulfils the purpose for which it has been drafted and support the Northern Ireland Prison Service in their efforts to balance the welfare of both victims and prisoners in this regard.

For and on behalf of Breaking Through

_____Trevor Barr____

Trevor Barr

Chairperson
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